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GOODRUM HOUSE

THE LITTLE HOUSE THAT
SHAPED HENRI JOVA

From housekeepers cottage to architects home

BY BARBARA HYDE

esigned and built in 1936 for

Clara Clarke Steele Cody, May
Patterson Goodrum’s housekeeper,
the small cottage named Little
House has had numerous occupants
over the years. Clara, her husband
Robert Cody, along with her sons
Ken Steele and Peter Cody Abreu,
lived in the home until her death
in 1947. May’s mother’s best friend,
Ruth Roberts, and May’s cousin
Willie Mae Patterson both resided in
the residence for a few years before
one of the more famous occupants,
Atlanta architect Henri Jova, moved
in. Henri’s partner, David Rinehart,
recently sent a box of photos and a
family history to us, prompting me to
dig a little further into Henri’s time at
Little House.

LR e

Henri and Francis Abreu, May’s
second husband, were maternal first
cousins. The Jovas and Abreus were
a close-knit clan, with winters spent
in Florida and trips to the family’s
sugar plantations on Cuba. Growing
up in Roseton, New York, Henri and
Francis spent Sunday dinners at

HenriJova at Little House in May 1956

I T L B A RN

Danskammer, the imposing granite
Greek Revival home of their shared
grandmother Inez Fernandez Cavada
y Suarez de Villar. Perhaps it was

here that they both found their love
of architecture. Henri attended
Cornell University, Francis’s alma
mater, following his older cousin’s
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footsteps through the department of
architecture. Ater a three-year tour
of duty in the South Pacific during
World War Il and a return to Cornell
to receive his degree, Henri won the
coveted scholarship to the American
Academy in Rome. It was there that he
fell in love with Italian architecture
with its commanding proportions
and scale. In 1952, he returned to the
United States, finding a position at
the architectural firm of Harrison &
Abramovitz in New York City, but he
longed to strike out on his own. After
a trip south with a stop to visit his
cousin Francis at Goodrum House
in 1954, Henri decided to make the
move to Georgia. May and Francis
offered him the small cottage on
property to help him get on his feet.

g

Little House cottage at Goodrum
House

With World War Il in the rearview
mirror, construction started to pick
up steam in the South — and the
interiors of Goodrum House were
close to 25 years old. May decided

to give Henri’s career another boost
by commissioning him to redecorate
the interiors of the main house. Henri
worked for Francis’s firm Abreu &
Robeson for several years before
opening his own firm named Jova/
Daniels/Busby in 1966.
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GOODRUM HOUSE

Danskammer, the home of Henri’s
grandmother Inez Fernandez
Cavaday Suarez de Villar

While we have the photos of Henri’s
redecoration of Goodrum House, no
known photos exist of the interiors
of Little House. Pictures of Clara and
Ken with their coterie of dogs playing
in the yard only hint at the interiors
through ruffled cotton curtains.

In oral histories, Ken recalled a
protective spattered paint coating
on the small entry hall floor, a radio
under the front window of the two-
room living space where Ken slept

on a pull-out couch, and building
model airplanes in the attic which ran
the length of the house. Clarararely
cooked in the tiny Murphy-style
kitchen.

Henri, on the other hand, was
actively involved in the community
and frequently had visitors to the
home, often using the main house for
parties whilst May and Francis were
living at her second home, South
Wind, on Sea Island. Henri told the
story of one wrap party for a theater
production that got so out of hand a
keg of beer was dropped on the floor.
A “concerned” party-goer telephoned
Francis who immediately returned
from the coast to remind Henri of the
house rules!

Henri continued to live at Little
House for a few years after May and
Francis sold the property to Mary
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Rushton in 1958. It is with thanks to
Henri that our dining room murals
by Allyn Cox, one of the artist’s few
residential works still in situ, still
exist. Mrs. Rushton had grown

tired of the chinoiserie figures and
kaleidoscope of colors on the walls.
Knowing Henri was an architect and
had helped May redecorate, she
called him up to the main house

to discuss her “ideas” for painting

or wallpapering over the murals.
Henri promptly explained to her

the importance of the murals and
iconic dining room where numerous
Atlantans had dined at May’s table. In
his mind, it wasn’t just painted canvas,
but an artifact to be preserved. He
must’ve been sufficiently convincing
as she decided to forgo her
redecorating ideas.

Henri Jova on his visit to Goodrum
House

Henri and David returned to
Goodrum House at the behest of the
Watson-Brown Foundation in 2012
for an oral history. Decked out and
dapper in his tweed jacket and velvet
bee-embroidered slippers, Henri
regaled the restoration team from his
wheelchair with raucous stories of his
time on the property. It would be his
final visit to Atlanta, passing away on
January 14, 2014, at the age of 95. His
memories are an invaluable resource
for us as we continue our endeavors
to restore Goodrum and Little House
to their former glories. m



CAMPUS NOTES

CAMPUS NOTES

Watson-Brown Scholars in Action

CuE_. . N A

AVA BAI

SOPHOMORE, JOHNS
HOPKINS UNIVERSITY

[ have met many new friends who have
changed my life in many ways. [ am
confident that the people I encounter
and my experiences with them will

be life changing. I went on a medical
mission trip to Honduras with an on-
campus club, and I feel so blessed to
have these opportunities to give back
to people all over the world.

MICHELLE BARRIENTOS

JUNIOR, ANDERSON
UNIVERSITY

As I reflect on this past academic
year and begin to transition into
the summer (after four tedious

days of unpacking!), it is more often
than not that I find myself thinking
about my involvement this past year
with the “Meet You at the Garden”
ministry through the non-profit LOT
Project organization in Anderson,
SC.Istill vividly remember my first
time serving at the Garden, a small

-
outdoor grassy play area conveniently
positioned at the middle of the
poverty-stricken “Alphabet” streets
of Anderson. Upon arriving that first
time, [ saw several little faces smiling
and laughing scoring a soccer ball into
the bendable pipe-constructed goals,
coloring with cap-less markers, and
climbing the acrylic, paint-stained
trees. After this exposure, it was
my joy freshman year first semester
to begin regularly serving in this
ministry which included attending
the weekly gatherings at the Garden
and simply joining a couple of other
sweet volunteers in playing with
kids of this low-income community
for about three hours. This pastyear,
having made the decision to commit
fully to serving and being involved
in these kids’ and their families’
lives during my time at Anderson
University, [ have pursued new ways
to minister to them. From meeting
requests for pizza to leading a weekly
middle and high school Bible lesson
and from offering tutoring services

to translating (English-to-Spanish/
Spanish-to-English) alongside Ian, the
LOT Project community engagement
director, offering my gifts, time, and
love to this disadvantaged community
has been one of the biggest joys of my
sophomore year. The picture captures
amoment at the Gardens.

ANTHONY BENNETT

SENIOR. CLEMSON
UNIVERSITY

Outside of classes this year, I served
as head coach for my high school club
volleyball team (see picture) while

still playing volleyball at Clemson.
Doing both simultaneously kept my
schedule busy, and it allowed me

to stay around the sport I love and
further my professional career down
the path I am wanting to take. I had six
tournaments around the Southeast for
coaching, and my travels for my team
at Clemson took me all the way out to
Phoenix, AZ.
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ADDISYN CLEMENTS

SENIOR, AUGUSTA
UNIVERSITY

This year, I spent a lot of time
preparing to apply to medical
school nextyear. I spent many
hours shadowing at an OBGYN
office, a pediatric office, and in the
hospital with a DNP of neonatology.

I volunteered for Prepare for Babies,
an organization that serves mothers

in crisis pregnancies in the Central
Savannah Regional Area, and for
LAUNCH Augusta, which educates
underrepresented and disadvantaged
students to careers in healthcare. This
summer, [ plan on continuing to grow
my shadowing experiences and start
studying for my MCAT! The photo is of
me volunteering at fundraiser

yard sale.

EMILY GRACE COBOURN

SENIOR, UNIVERSITY OF
VIRGINIA

[ have loved every second of my
experience at UVA so far! This year
was amazing, and [ became a lot
more involved in the Charlottesville
community this semester by
volunteering at a local nursing home
and participating in philanthropy
events with my sorority. I just started
aclass for the summer to get certified
to be an EMT to gain clinical hours
to apply to medical school after

SPRING 2026

graduating from UVA, and I am really
excited for that! [ will also be working
and shadowing this summer, but1

am really looking forward to my EMT
certification so I can also use itwhen |
get back to Charlottesville.

BRETT GREGORY

SENIOR, LANDER
UNIVERSITY

This year I was able to accomplish
alot thanks to the Watson Brown
Foundation’s support. I was able to

£
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meet new people and thrive in the
classroom, making it on the Dean’s
List both semesters. [ was able to get
an internship at the Burton Center

in Greenwood, SC in the Human
Resources department. I spent my
Spring 2025 semester learning about
HR, filing, and the importance of
confidentiality and taking action.
This semester, [ was also able to get
approved to study abroad at the
University of Winchester in the UK. I
am excited for this experience and it
wouldn’t have been able to happen
without the help of this scholarship.
With this, I have learned about
Fulbright, and I am currently working
on my application to be a English
Teaching Assistant in Latvia. Hopefully
everything goes well there.

Throughout this summer, I plan on
working and gaining more business
experience and building my skills

to get ready for the study abroad

but also when I return. I hope to
work on gaining insight in sales

and marketing techniques. What

has surprised me most at my time

at Lander University has been how
friendly the professors are. After
class, I can go to a professor’s office
and ask 10 million questions without
them getting annoyed and ask for
insights and advice for homework. 'm
hoping to continue working hard and
moving toward the future with this
foundation and better both myself,
my skills, and those around me. Thank
you once again to everyone at the
Watson Brown Foundation for your
unrelenting support throughout

the years!

ZIONNAH HENRY

JUNIOR, COLUMBIA
COLLEGE

My first year of college has been a
journey full of growth, achievement,
and exciting new experiences. As
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a first-generation college student,

I came into Columbia College
determined to make the most of
every opportunity and I’'m proud to
say that I've done just that. One of my
proudest accomplishments this year
was finishing the academic year strong
with a 3.9 GPA. I earned all A’s and just
one B, and I was honored to be invited
to join my college’s honor society.
Being recognized for my hard work in
the classroom has meant so much to
me, especially as  balance academics
with extracurricular involvement.

Outside of the classroom, I’'ve found
joy and belonging in campus life. I
joined the college cheerleading team,
which has been an incredible way to
build school spirit and connect with
my peers. [ also became a member of
the International Club, which reflects
my passion for global cultures and
diversity. It’s been so rewarding to
meet people from around the world
and celebrate what makes each of us
unique.

This year has been about discovering
who I'am, building confidence, and
setting the foundation for everything
[ hope to accomplish in the future.
I’'m looking forward to a productive
summer and another strong

year ahead.

EMILY HOLLINGER

SENIOR, TOCCOA FALLS
COLLEGE

This school year, [ had the privilege of
serving on the Student Government
Association at Toccoa Falls College as
the Intercultural Chair. This position
allowed me to interact with the
student body as I had the opportunity
to hear the students’ needs and
wants. This allowed me to be a voice
for campus; [ hosted multiple events
with the intercultural committee

to represent students. My favorite
event of the yearwas a Third Culture
Kid Booth at the World Outreach
Conference that was hosted by the
college. I loved this eventas itwas
the first time TCK’s had an event to

celebrate them and their backgrounds.

[ absolutely loved this past school
year [ learned so much through SGA
and student teaching, and I am so
excited for senior year. This upcoming
schoolyear I am honored to be a
teacher resident; this allows me to
step into a full-time teaching position
as a student teacher where [ will have
my own classroom teaching English
Language Arts to fourth graders. I
cannot wait for the upcoming

school year.

KEN’ASIA JOHNSON

SENIOR, UNIVERSITY OF
GEORGIA

As I approach my final semester of
undergrad, I find myself growing more
and more grateful for the incredible
opportunities and experiences that
being a college student has given

me. Watching my friends graduate,
I’m realizing that life will never feel
this way again, and it’s a bittersweet
feeling. We won’tall be in the same
city, where our biggest worries are
keeping up with class readings or
dealing with noisy roommates. We’re
moving on to a new chapter, one
where the stress we once felt was
overwhelming will become a distance
memory, which we may sometimes
wish we could revisit. I'll miss the
simplicity of this phase, but I'm so
ready to move forward and

continue evolving!
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INNA MALASHEVSKA

SENIOR, CONVERSE
UNIVERSITY

For the summer, I landed an
internship atalaw firm. There was a
moment during the year when I felt
truly discouraged because either I
did not hear back, or  was receiving
rejection emails from places to which
I had applied. The pressure of soon
being a senior, graduating, and being
out in the world with no experience
was weighing on me. Although I am
an accounting major, my minor in
politics is shining through. I can

put the classes [ have taken, such as
Constitutional Law, Business Law, to
use. Of course, it is quite different
than what you experience in the
classroom, but that is a good thing. |
wanted to see how everything [ am
learning is applied in one’s career.

P
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ALEX MESA CORIA

SENIOR, UNIVERSITY OF
SOUTH CAROLINA COLUMBIA

If Iwould have to describe my Spring
2025 semester I would explain it as
eye opening. The organizations I am

a part of on campus have been the
most active and community engaging
this year which meant the world to me
because what I wanted was change in
my own community. I wanted to foster
a sense of improvement through my
own actions to my community, which
Iwould say was a success. I was able

to successfully foster new leaders into
the student organizations I was part of.

My classes were very important this
semester and while difficult as always,
I was still able to hold my own in terms
of improving the organizations while
balancing the difficulties of classes.

It was avery difficult semester, but it
was eye opening because I realized
how critical I am of myself. I pursue
perfection in every part of my journey
which isn’t ideal for my overall health,
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well at least in the way I was tackling
it. I started making it a habit to stay
up all night studying for classes and
focus on the extracurriculars during
the days. [ realized that [ am making a
difference on campus but that maybe
I should start looking towards the
future for myself. I began looking into
the importance of prioritization and
how I can capitalize on it to the best
of my ability. This helped me in more
ways than one as I was finally able to
do things that [ enjoyed doing. Having
a hobby was always a struggle and |
never knew how people did it until

I began prioritizing myself. I started
consistently taking time off to take
care of myself through sports and
fitness. In exchange it even helped
me lower my study times but have an
equal amount of improvement in my
overall grades.

With this extra time I now had
because of prioritization,  was able to
put effort into getting an opportunity
for the summer, and was offered

my first internship marking a huge
milestone in my family’s history as the
first engineer. Although [ was unable
to finish with a 4.0 this semester,
now have a clearer picture of what I
should be doing to change my life

for the better, and I’m excited to

get started with the improvement

of myself academically, socially, and
professionally. My goal is to be able

to be a steppingstone for my family
and one day be able to give them
everything, which finally feels possible
after this semester.

KERITH MILLER

SENIOR, UNIVERSITY OF
SOUTH CAROLINA AIKEN

The thing that has surprised me most
about college is how in the beginning
you don’t feel ready for anything you
are going to face but by the time you
face it, you have everything you need!

9
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I have never been a fan of presenting
in front of people but fell in love with
conducting psychological research
and getting to share my results with
others. This past semester [ was under
the mentorship of a professor at

USC Aiken and conducted research
with her and two other students.

We got to present our research at

the Southeastern Psychological
Association (SEPA) conference in
Atlanta and plan to publish our
findings over the summer. It was such
a cool experience to start a research
project from scratch and then be
able to stand in front of a completed
poster and talk about what we did. If
freshman me could look ahead and

see how much more confidence I
have gained, involved I have become,
and how much experience I have
gained, she would be amazed. This
summer, [ plan to take a few summer
courses to graduate early so thatI can
start graduate school for my clinical
psychology master’s degree in Fall

of 2025!
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KEZIAH NIMO

SOPHOMORE, GEORGIA
INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

My first year at Georgia Tech has

been full of growth, learning, and
unexpected opportunities. As a
Chemical Engineering major, [ quickly
realized how demanding college

can be, but I also discovered how
determined and capable I am. One of
the highlights of my year was being
chosen as a FASET leader, where I help
guide new students as they begin their
journey at Tech. I also stepped into
leadership roles in organizations like
the African Student Association and
the Society of Black Engineers. These
experiences helped me find my voice,
build connections, and contribute to
communities [ care about. Outside

of school, I continued braiding hair,
which I have been doing since eighth
grade. What started as a hobby has
become a business that supports

me financially and allows me to
connectwith people in a meaningful
way. During Welcome Week, [ earned
over $1,000 just from braiding, which
reminded me of the value of hard
work and consistency. This summer,

[ will be taking classes while also
interning as a product manager at
Tapn Tag, a startup based in Atlanta. I
will continue serving as a FASET leader
and look forward to meeting and
mentoring the next class of students.
Reflecting on this year, [ am proud of
how far I have come and excited about
where I am headed.

EVIN USRY

SOPHOMORE, ABRAHAM
BALDWIN AGRICULTURAL
COLLEGE

My first year of college has been
nothing short of amazing. From
meeting all kinds of new people,
joining clubs, and being a college
athlete, I couldn’t be more grateful for
the opportunities I've received. As a
first-year student, I've faced my share
of challenges, but I've always found a
way to overcome them.

Academically, my classes have been
both engaging and enriching — I've
learned far more than I ever expected.
Building new friendships has helped
me stay grounded, especially during
busy and stressful days. Spending
time with friends provided a much-

WATSON 4& BROWN



needed break and helped me manage
the demands of college life. These
friendships have also played a crucial
role in my academic success and
involvement on campus.

Getting involved has opened the
door to many volunteer and potential
job opportunities. Being part of

the Pre-Vet Club has deepened my

passion for the veterinary field and
helped me explore what I hope to
make my life’s work. I currently hold
a committee position that helps

organize a cattle show for the school.

Additionally, my involvement in the
ABAC Cattlemen’s Association has
led to new opportunities, and I'm
honored to serve as an officer in the
upcoming year.

P
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ABAC has truly been a blessing. The
community is filled with people who
are eager to help you succeed and
reach your goals. I thank God for all
the opportunities I've been given this
pastyear, and I'm excited to see what
the next year holds!
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Mrs. Lamar Cobb

Mrs. T. P. Vincent

Mrs. Henry S. West

Mrs. John Gerdine

Mrs. S. J. Tribble

The 12 original members of the Athens Ladies’ Garden Club.

Mrs. R. D. Mure

Miss. Julia Carlton

Mrs. Tinsley Rucker

Mrs. H.C. Lowrance

DIGGING INTO THE
COBB FAMILY TREE

The Women Behind Americas First Gavden Club

ASHLEIGH OATTS

‘ h J ¢ find new inspiration to “dig”
into the Cobb family tree all the

time, but this time, our digging was
right on the nose! Another history
organization shared the story of the
Athens Ladies’ Garden Club along
with an image of the first 12 members,
which included two women with the
last names Cobb and Lumpkin. We

12

knew that we had to dig into who
these women were and if any were
connected to our T.R.R. Cobb. This
also included uncovering the women’s
full names, as they were only listed by
their husband’s name or initials.

The Athens Ladies’ Garden Club is
famously known as the oldest Garden
Club in America, and was originally

founded as the Cobbham Garden Club
in 1891 by women who mainly lived in
the Cobbham neighborhood in Athens
(around the current location of the
T.R.R. Cobb House). The first meetings
took place on Prince Avenue at the
home of Edwin and Mary Lumpkin,
which is now part of The Bridge
Community Church.

WATSON 4& BROWN
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Mrs. G. C. Thomas

Mrs. E.K. Lumpkin
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Garden Club

America’s First Garden Club historic marker, located near the club’s original
meeting site at the home of Edwin and Mary Lumpkin

LADIES’ GARDEN CLUB

ATHENS, GEORGIA
ORGANIZED 1891

AMERICA’S FIRST GARDEN CLUB

Ladies’ Garden Club history booklet
(1962), loaned to us by Charlotte
Thomas Marshall

The very first president was Ann
Olivia Newton Cobb, known to the
club as Mrs. Lamar Cobb, and was the

>
<
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daughter-in-law of Howell and Mary
Ann Lamar Cobb. Her brother (Dr.
Edwin D. Newton) suggested the idea
of the club as he was involved in other
horticultural groups and thought
gardening would promote exercise for
women. The vice president was Mary
Bryan Thomas Lumpkin, known to

the group as Mrs. E.K. Lumpkin. Her
husband was Marion Lumpkin Cobb’s
nephew, Edwin King Lumpkin. The
secretary was Minnie McEntire Tribble
(Mrs. Samuel J. Tribble), who likely was
a political addition as her husband
was a United States congressman.
Julia Carlton served as the treasurer,
and was the only single woman in the
original group. Her uncle’s wife was
Dr. Edwin Newton’s and Ann Olivia
Newton Cobb’s sister. The original 12
women were chosen largely in part
due to their connections, but also how
their connections in other cities could
create new garden club chapters.
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The other founding members
included:

« Susan Golding Gerdine, who

was married to Dr.John Gerdine,
another grandson of Joseph Henry
Lumpkin

- Annie J. Burnett, who was
married to Wylie B. Burnett,
the law partner of Edwin King
Lumpkin

« Elizabeth Preston Hodgson
Mure, who was married to
Robert Downie Mure (the Cobb
connection took us a while, but
Elizabeth’s niece, May, married
Frank Lipscomb who was Laura
Cobb Rutherford’s grandson)

- Sarah Mildred Cobb Rucker, who
was married to lawyer Tinsley
Rucker and was the daughter of
Howell and Mary Ann Cobb

- Ella Brown Lowrance, who was
married to Dr. Henry Alexander
Lowrance, a dentist

« Marion Lucy Lampkin West,

who was married to lawyer Henry
Sammons West and was distantly
related to Marion Lumpkin Cobb

« Eleanor “MaNotie” Ferguson
Vincent, who was married to
Thomas Pleasant Vincent and
neighbors with E.K. Lumpkin

«Anna Margaret McWhorter
Thomas, who was married to
Judge George Clarke Thomas

While the Athens club was limited
initially to 12 women, it was “soon
extended to ‘every lady in Athens
who might be interested in growing
anything, from a cabbage to a
chrysanthemum’” (Atlanta Journal,

2 June 1938). Meetings were held
every two weeks, and members had
to bring a specimen to each meeting
to share with the group. The Athens
Banner shared an article in February
1892 that invited new prospective

13



T.R.R. COBB HOUSE

America’s First Garden Club historic
marker, located near the club’s
original meeting site at the home of
Edwin and Mary Lumpkin.

members to meet at the Seney-Stovall
Chapel at the Lucy Cobb Institute for a
meeting. T.R.R. Cobb’s niece, Mildred
Rutherford, was principal at that time
and Miss Millie thought it would be a
good fit for students at the school

as well.

14

The 1892 Spring exhibit of the club
included Augustus Longstreet Hull
(Callie Cobb’s husband) as a judge.
This exhibit, held at the Young Men’s
Christian Association, included many
displays of flowers and vegetables,
and Ann Cobb had goldfish of various
ages to show, from two days to three
years old. By 1942, the Garden Club
was assisting the war effort. They

hosted a two-day garden school along

with the University of Georgia to talk
about what the “ornamental gardener
can do for national defense” along
with a program on preserving foods
by dehydration, and stressing the
need for Victory Gardens. In 1939, the
founders were honored with a garden
on the University of Georgia campus.
The Garden Club of America was
founded in 1913, and the Garden Club
of Georgia was organized June 8,1928,
at the Biltmore Hotel in Atlanta with

The First Garden Club historic
marker, located on the University of
Georgia campus

29 member clubs.

As our research continues, we hope to
share more about the Athens Ladies’
Garden Club in the future! m
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SOME TEA IN
THE SHADE

BY FRANKE L. SMITH

ne could argue that it is not fair or

helpful to speculate about other
people’s relationships, and in most
situations  would agree. But given
that some historians have questioned
the longevity of Thomas E. Watson’s
affection for his wife, as the person
tasked with caring for their home
and legacy, I feel, to a certain degree,
honor bound to correct the record
as much as is possible given what
documents and information we have
athand. And what we have is a great
deal of both Mr. and Mrs. Watson’s
personal letters.

Hickory Hill is celebrating America
250 with a special exhibit called “Tom
Watson and the Presidency.” The

new exhibit explores the Populists'
platform and goals, Watson’s lost bids
for the presidency, the biographies he
wrote of Thomas Jefferson and Andrew
Jackson, and his run-ins with Woodrow
Wilson. The exhibit will be on display
throughout 2026, and all are invited

to visit and learn about Watson’s

thoughts on all things presidential.

When researching to prepare for the
exhibit, we quickly discovered that
Watson’s fiery oratory was not limited
to his speeches. His books and articles
are littered with devastating one-
liners and lengthy takedowns of his
opponents, the Founding Fathers, and
their contemporaries, some of which
are blatant and cutting, while others
are more subtle. The historical records
justify many of his blunt descriptions
of past presidents, but others betray
his own prejudices and, in some cases,
ill temper. The quotes below are
pulled from his various publications
and provide a glimpse into not only his
world view, but his wit and biases.

From “The Life and Times of Thomas
Jefferson”:

“Amore pathetic figure than John
Adams during the four years of his
presidency has seldom been seen in
that high office.”

Q‘(/ / SPRING 2026 * VOL. 26 ISSUE 2

STICKS & STONES

“President [Theodore] Roosevelt
would probably think the world was
coming to an end if he were compelled
to forego his strenuous physical
exercise, his walks, his rides, hunts,
and fencing bouts.”

“While he got no immense fortune

by her, as Washington won with the
Widow Custis, [Peter Jefferson] proved
himself not the less the nobleman in
that he married where he could expect
nothing save the beautiful young girl
he loved. And, after all, Jane Randolph
brought to her spouse the richer

Prople's Party Mationul Conapaign Commitiee,
JAY W, FOKREST, Chairman,

Thomas E. Watson and his running mate Samuel
Wardell Williams of Indiana
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dowry, for she bore him children.”

From “The Life and Times of Andrew
Jackson”:

“Much is to be allowed to John Quincy
Adams on account of heredity. His
parents were a unique couple, and
little John Quincy never could have
been a boy like other boys.”

“Andrew Jackson was one of the
shrewdest of traders and was

a successful man of affairs; by
profession, he was a lawyer; by
election, he was a justice of the
Supreme Court. Yet he missed utter

16

ruin by the skin of his teeth, because
he treated as valid the title to land
sold at a legal sale under foreclosure
of amortgage, when the court had no
jurisdiction in the case! It is striking
evidence of Jackson’s sound common
sense that when he found himself in
this desperate plight, he sought the
advice of areal lawyer.”

“His Dickinson duel had hurt him in
public opinion. None but his personal
partisans had approved his course

in that deplorable row. Throughout
the State of Tennessee there was
beginning to be a general opinion

that Andrew Jackson was entirely too
fractious, violent, and unscrupulous, -
even for a border State.”

From Watson’s newspaper “The
Jeffersonian”:

“James Madison was of this pacific,
academic character; and everybody
knows how he messed up the War of
1812

As visitors move through “Tom Watson
and the Presidency,” they will find that
Watson reserved neither his praise nor
his scorn for the men who occupied
the nation’s highest office.
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Alummni Spotlight

JOSH SMITH

BY TIARA HODGES

B eyond Josh’s ambition and drive said. “I remember having this picture

is an unmovable foundation that of me playing drums when [ was like
begins and ends with his family, faith, fouryears old. It was like me and my
and where he comes from. Even in his siblings were in a little rock band.” At
introduction, he’s straightforward and Grovetown High School in Grovetown,
precise. “My name is Joshua Smith, but Georgia, he was a part of the marching
I like to go by Josh. I am from Augusta, band and served as a drumline captain.
Georgia, butIwas born in Fort
Lauderdale, Florida, so I like to always
shout out Broward County,” he said.

For a time, he thought that only
music was the path forward. “I fell in
love and into music education and
music composition,” he said. “I really
thought I was going to go into the
music production and the consumer
music side, you know, like being in
studios and doing those things.”

The youngest of four siblings, Josh
describes himself as someone who has
many different interests, but above all,
‘my biggest passion, of course, is God,”
he said. Faith is not a side note in his
story, it is the throughline. “I’'m big on
my religion and just how that plays a
part in my everyday life.”

<

For Josh, engineering was not a part
of the plan. “I didn’t want to be an
engineer at first,” he admitted. Still,
he was compelled toward it. “I've
always felt like [ have an engineering
music and engineering. At Georgia type mindset. I've always been very
Tech, he studied music technology structured in my thinking. And math,
with a concentration in electrical “I'm a big music head. I've been playing ~ I've always been pretty decent with,”

engineering, focusing on signal music for as long as I remember,” he Josh said.
processing. When asked which interest

Other passions that have helped

shape Josh in his 25 years of life are came first, music or engineering, he

made it known that music entered his
life early and never left.

B4
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The turning point came when his
mother encouraged him to apply to
Georgia Tech. “I didn’t think I had

the grades to be at Georgia Tech,” he
said. “And so she was like, you know,
just apply... You never know what God
can do.” Holding fast to his faith, he
did apply, “and then, you know, God
blessed me to be able to get in,” Josh
reflected.

To help with the cost of Georgia

Tech, Josh found the Watson-Brown
scholarship to help alleviate the
burden for his mom and family. “The
Watson-Brown scholarship helped
me finetune my focus. I didn’t have

to worry about finances with the
scholarship,” he said. “Thinking about
how to pay my tuition was never a
worry or concern for me. It allowed me
to focus on my studies.

He continued, “On top of that, each
year we checked in with Watson-
Brown to give a reflection of how
things were going. And I love that
because that allowed me to reflect on
the work I was doing each year.”

And the work in Josh’s program

at Georgia Tech reshaped his
understanding of music. Instead of
studios and production alone, he
encountered “designing speakers,
designing microphones... noise
cancellation and speech to text and
all these different ways to implement
audio” That’s when it clicked. “That’s
when I started falling in love with
being an engineer. And [ was like, oh,
okay, this actually fits me perfectly.”
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College, however, was not easy.

“Georgia Tech is an extremely hard
school,” he said. “It’s very high
expectations.” The pandemic only
intensified the challenge. “It made
everything a lot more difficult,” he
recalled. “It was hard to do differential
calculus online”

During that time, his fraternity
became another pillar in his life. He
pledged Kappa Alpha Psi in Fall 2021
after delays caused by the pandemic.

“I'was super excited to pledge because
[ was the first one in my family to do
it,” he said. The brotherhood proved
formative. Through his chapter
advisor’s mentorship, he learned to
pivot professionally.

Originally focused on audio
companies, Josh applied to multiple
jobs but faced rejection. “I applied to
over 20 jobs in college and that’s not
including internships...and [ only got
accepted to one.” That one was Texas
Instruments, where he now works as
a Hardware Applications Engineer
for Wireless Connectivity Solutions.
He started in product marketing but
realized he was “more of a hands-on
kind of guy.”

He likes the pace and possibility of the

field. “There’s so many different things

to learn,” he said. “As soon as you think

you know it all, you don’t.” The rapid
evolution of Wi-Fi and Al keeps him
engaged. “There’s always going to be
something thatI can actually learn
and grow with.”

Today, he lives in Dallas, which he
enjoys. “Dallas is pretty good,” he said.
He likes the spacious feel, concerts,
and the food.

Still, music remains inseparable from
who he is. “When you ask all of my
friends and you think of Josh, you
always think music,” he said. “I'm
either singing or I'm tapping and
making a beat” He continues projects
on the side and hopes to audition as a
musician for his church. “I don’t want
to lose myself,” he said, referring to his
music.

If there is a lesson in his journey, it

is resilience. To students, he offers
reassurance: “You don’t have to have
itall figured out.” And to graduates
facing rejection: “You really only
need one yes.” He sums it all up with
his favorite phrase, “Delayed, but not
denied.”

Josh’s story is one of faith, discipline,
and rhythm — a life where engineering
equations and music exist in perfect
harmony. m
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