The Flip Side continued...

Philosophical comment was seldom absent from
Charlie’s practical instruction and in time | was in tune with the
metaphysical nature of all things. Man’s imperfections, according
to Charlie, grew from the irresistible temptations of drink, women,
money or heritage. His character analysis was never inaccurate
and bordered on the clairvoyant. A certain relative couldn’t be
trusted because “dat ole money’d get in de way.” A close Bible-
thumping friend was declared a heretic for “nippin’ at de bottle.”
When I remarked on what appeared to be sound management
practices of a station employee, Charlie simply added, “Ask his
secretary.” And when tempers flared in our family, it was the

‘atson blood boiling over.

So natural was our family bond and thorough my
education that I took for granted my world of black and white. In
time I went to college where 1 was introduced to an orchestra of
complex social theory on race and region that was powerful
medicine to a young mind. I remember one summer when I
returned to the farm. Charlie and [ stole away to the pond to take
audience with nature and catch a bass or two. We fished, shoulder to
shoulder, and between casts | tried out some of my newfound
theories on paternalism and on guilt. Did that make any sense
from another perspective, | wanted to know.

“Why you askin’ me?” Charlie shot back without hesitation,

“I grew up in a white family.” Then he paused a moment and
after a cast thoughtfully added, “Sounds like none of dem folks

999

ever been fishin’.

It has been decades since those sound ruminations. Under the
steppingstones of twenty vears lie predictable events that claim
witness to man’s ubiquitous tragedy. Adventures today visit less
frequently. Laughter is harder to come by. Distance between all
things grows too great.

Charlie has witnessed his 65th summer and brother
Robert is barely three steps behind. They are the last Bergamys
to stay with the family and the land. Two of eleven, their nine
siblings departed long ago for metropolitan opportunities in New
York City and someplace called “Dee-troit.” Of their countless
children and grandchildren and great grandchildren, none will
return. There are few reasons to. Charlie and Robert are the end
of the line. The genealogy is finite. Our chapter ends.

So this family reunion is rather poignant. It’s their time
and well earned. I will not attend.

But afterwards, when the last cars rumble out of the
drive 1 will again steal away to the humble confines of the
Bergamy dwelling to laugh, philosophize, and break bread with
my mentor in the afternoon of what was. K
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Annual College Scholarships Announced

The Board of Trustees of the Watson-Brown Foundation announced its annual college scholarship
awards in July. 337 Watson-Brown Scholars will attend 69 colleges and universities throughout the
United States during the 2004-2005 academic year.
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n Scholars.

“The applicant pool this year demonstrated an ingenious writing ability, revealing students’
passions, desires and creative story telling through unusual, often comic, exploits of the English
language.,” remarked Mary Anne Coussons, the Foundation’s scholarship director.

The primary level of Watson-Brown scholarships are awarded on a combination of merit and
need. The selected new scholarship applicants had an average SAT score of 1270 and an average
high school cumulative grade point average of 3.7. The board awarded $3,000 annual scholarships to
93 new applicants.

An additional 13 new applicants were chosen for merit-based scholarships of $5,000 apiece for
their outstanding scores and academic achievements. Their average SAT score was 1520. The
median score was 1510.

The foundation will distribute a total of $1,142,500 in direct scholarship aid for the 20042005
academic year, which sets a record high for the foundation.

Coussons noted that competition and demand were strong this year. “Of course, we would love to
fund all the students,” she said. “It’s tough to draw a line when you're looking at so many qualified
young people.”

In 1970, Walter J. Brown established the Watson-Brown Foundation, a nonprofit Georgia
corporation, primarily to provide “college opportunities for underprivileged boys and girls.” The
foundation awards college scholarships to outstanding students from the Central Savannah River
Area of Georgia and South Carolina. The scholarship program has assisted mn the education of
over 2,000 scholars mn its 34 year history.

For a complete list of our 2004-2005 Scholarship Recipients, please see page 4. ﬁ
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