
The Watson-Brown Foundation Taps Groundskeeper

Thomson Middle School’s seventh grade, some 240 strong, recently escaped its traditional
classrooms for four days of outdoor education on Watson-Brown Foundation’s campus. 

The educational program
sprang from a successful
collaboration between
Georgia College and State
University, Thomson Middle
School, and the Watson-Brown
Foundation. 

Heading the actual teaching
effort was the Community
Action Team for Services
(CATS), a service organization
made up of GC&SU college
students that promotes
integrated learning for K-12
students. The CATS are led by
Dr. Harriett Whipple, professor
of biology and Director of
Academic Research at
GC&SU.

The four day exercise was the
culmination of months of
study and planning by Dr.
Whipple, TMS Vice Principal
Pam Rhea, and WBF Director
Mary Anne Coussons. Each
wanted to exploit the rich
environment of the Watson-
Brown Foundation and expose
teachers and students to non-
traditional learning.

The TMS students were
separated into five stations
around strategic Foundation
venues. Those visiting the
birthplace of Tom Watson were greeted by retired GC&SU teacher Joy Crowe, 71, who gave an
oral history of McDuffie County and Tom Watson from a rocking chair on the porch. Two student
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Students recording GPS coordinates.

The Watson-Brown Foundation is pleased to welcome into its
employ Mr. Dexter E. Rhodes.

Mr. Rhodes was hired as full-time groundskeeper for the
Foundation in April. His responsibilities include managing all
aspects of grounds maintenance and overseeing the current
grounds crew. 

“After a thorough search, we were pleased to identify and attract a
groundskeeper of Dexter’s experience,” remarked Foundation
President Tad Brown. “He brings to the job a wealth of horticulture
and maintenance knowledge and we expect great things from
him.”

Mr. Rhodes graduated from University of Georgia with a B.S. in
Agricultural Economics. Previously he managed Collins Cotton
Warehouse in Waynesboro and Rhodes Landscaping in
Statesboro, a landscaping maintenance company that primarily
handled commercial accounts.

“I am pleased to focus my energies full-time in an environment this
beautiful and historic,” said Mr. Rhodes. 

Mr. Rhodes makes his home in Waynesboro, Georgia, with his wife

Cindy, son Lawton and daughter Amelia. He serves as director of
the local chamber of commerce and a vestry member of St.
Michael’s Episcopal Church.

Mr. Dexter E. Rhodes, groundskeeper for WBF.

Taking a moment to record observations.

(Continued on page 3)
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